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The Finance Coramittee, to wliom PROCEEl»BI\GS 

was assigned the task of preparing ^P ,pjjj. 

for pnblication tbe proceedings of 

tlie CoiiTention, take pleasure in CONVENTION- 

placing before tbe Eepnblicans of , 

the country the following record of 

business transacted, which they hope 0° Wednesday, Feb. 16, a Conyen- 
will do much to give confidence, in- tion of Delegates from all parts of 
sjire active co-operation and place the State, assembled at the Capitol 
the Republican army of Tennessee to organize and perfect apian to put 
in condition to make a bold and sue ^-^^^ Kepublicans of this State in con- 
cess ful resistance to the rapid and ,. . . 

,, , , ■ , „ , , T, dition to make some resistance to 
unblushmg efforts of a rebel De- 
mocracy to strike down all that re- , ^^^ overwhelming tide of modern 
mains to protect those who loved Rebel Democracy that is subverting 
and dared help maintain the Union all that is left of Republicanism in 
when it was in danger. We ask the ^j^^ Constitution and laws of the 
Union men of Tennessee to read „, , 
, . . , , otate. 

this paper, circulate it and prepare , , . . „ ,, „ . 
, . . \ . A At twelve o'c ock the Hal of the 
to organize in eveiy county to de- 
feat the nefarious schemes of a House of Representatives was filled 
horde of States Eights Demo- -with eager expectant Republicans; 
crats. Let us prepare to protect Hon. A. J. Fletcher called the meet- 
tne lives and property ofall our fel- , , , , - . j it -n 
, ■ ... -iv' 4.-^ 3i ing to order and nominated Hou.D. 
low-citizens without regard to coa- ^ 
dition, race or color. ■*., Nuiin. as permanent Chairman, 

" Let us have peace." which was unanimously carried. Sec- 

THE COMMITTEE. letaries were appointed and the Con-" 
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vention praceeded to business. 

On motion the following were ap- 
pointed a Committee on Resolutions ; 
A. J. Fletcher, J. H. Agee, A. 
Smith, and J. M. Tommeny. 

While the committee were prepar- 
ing their rasolations, the Hon. H. 
H. Harrison was called upon for re 
marks, who responded in a speech 
full of patriotic, hopeful sentiments. 

The Committee upon Resolutions 
reported the following: 

Eesol'oed, That we indoree and ap- 
prove of the platfoi-m of pi'iiiciples 
adopted by the Eepublican National 
Convention at Chicago In May, 1863, 
ami that we deem a further declaration 
of principles unnecessary at the pres- 
ent time. 

Jlesolved, That we hereby earnestly 
invite all persons in the State, well dis- 
posed to the National Giovernment, ir- 
respective of former party . affiliations, 
to unite with us in rescuing the State 
from the domination of a corrupt, pror 
seriptive and oppressive Democratic 
party. 

Eesolved, Tiiat notwithstanding our 
isolated and oppressed condition, we 
have an abiding confidence that the 
General Government will extend to us 
that protection which is due totrueand 
tried allestance and which we so greatly 

Besolved,, That we approve of the 
fourteenth and fifteenth amendments 
to the Constitution of tlie United States, 
and that the safety of the loyal people 
of Tennessee urgently demands the en- 
forcement of said fourteenth amend- 
ment by appropriate and speedy legis- 
lation by Congress. 

Mesolved, That we regard the so-called 
Constitutional Convention, now in ses- 
sion in this city, as irregular- and revo- 



lutionary, and that we disapprove and 
condemn iCsentire proceedings; espe- 
cially their proposition to 8trike4owii 
the present judiciary of the State, and 
to annex a condition to the right of the 
poor man to vote. 

Resolved, That we approve of the 
course of the Eepublican members of 
the present Legislature; while we re- 
gard much of the action of the majority 
of said body as partsian and oppressive 
in the extreme, and we denounce as vi- 
olative of the right of free speech and 
freedom of the presa the proceeilings 
now going on against those who signed 
the call for this meeting, 
which were unanimously carried. 

D. W. Peabody, of Davidson, 
moved that a State Central Commit- 
tee of sixteen, two from each Con- 
gressional District, be appointed by 
the Chairman, and that be report 
the names at the mass meeting' to 
be held at the Court House to-nighj:. 
Carried. 

Co!. Beaumont moved that a Com- 
mittee of five be appointed to col- 
lect facts of outrages upon Republi- 
cans in the State, and that they re- 
port to the State Central Coioinittee. 
Carried. 

The Chairman named the follow- 
ing gentlemen as that Committee: 
A. J. Fletcher, T. A. Kerchival, T. 
E. Tannett, S. li. Beaumont and A. 
A. Carter. 

The Chair announced that a busi- 
ness meeting of delegates would be 
held at the Stacey House at 3 o'clock 

The Convention having completed 
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its buainess, adjourned to meet in 
the Court House at 7^ p. m.. 

AT THE- COURT HOUSE. 

A large concourse of Republicans 
asseijibled at the Cpurt House in 
the evening, and after organization 
the members of the State Central 
OomraitteG were announced as fol- 
lows : 

STATE CEBTKAL COMMITTEE. 

ist District— A. H. Pettihone, A. W, 
Howard, 

2d District— M. L. McConnell, Jolm 
C. Tate. 

3d District— Thos. Waters, E. S. Kin- 
di-iclt. 

4th Disti-icl^W. H. Wisencr, W. T. 
Elliott.. 

5th Dlstricl^-Jno. Trimble, Jno. J. 
Carey, Nashville. 

6th District— G. W. Blaekburn, Field- 
ing Hurst. 

7th District— W. W. Murray, A. E, 
Boone. 

Sth District— J. D. Poaton, W. T. Ken- 
nedy, 

Who will meet at Nashville Thui-s- 
day, Fehrunrr £4tli, for organization 
aud buainess. 

The following memorial and reso- 
lution from the colored men were 
read and adopted : 

TO THE I'KESIDENT : 

We, the loyal people of tliis 
State, in mass meeting assembled, 
to take in consideration the out- 
rages committed upon us, and to de- 
vise some means to relieve, as far as 
possible, the loyal people from their 
unfortunate position, by being the 
prey of a well organized band of out- 



laws, pro wling about the State, com- 
mitting depredations that would set 
to blush the darkest ages of the 
world ; crimes the most heinous 
committed under the cover of night, 
and by day, with impunity. We 
have suffered long, and lost many of 
our best men both white and colored, 
and notwithstanding that, we had 
beped that the time had come 
when we would not have to 
make an appeal to you, for 
the protection of ouf lives and prop- 
erty; but to our discomfort and the 
displeasure ,. of every good citizen 
living in our State , crime is 
largely on the increase of the nature 
discribed above, Wehave appealed 
in vain to the authoriys of our State, 
and in every instance it has only 
proved more injurious to our 
people, so much so that it is with 
great difficulty that the colored peo- 
ple can be induced to give informa- 
tion of their true condition. Having 
thus exhausted every means known 
to us legally, to seek redress or 
check the outrages perpetrated upon 
the colored people, as a last re- 
sort, and the highest known to our 
eountiy, we now appeal to you, sir, 
to give us some relief. Wc find 
that since the authorities of our 
State are indifferent to our appeals, 
either from an intimacy with many 
of these outlaws, or from fear of 
their powerful organization, to even 
make an attempt to feret out the 
guilty, and bring to justice andpun- 
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iah those tbat sliould be the last to 
escape, sir! we appeal to you, in 
the name of justice, 
the hai'd working m 



ithe 



BOf ( 



of our State, 
ves and child- 
coDntry 



ren, and in the nami 
and her honor, to send us some 
lief. We have invited the ,envy of 
these people by onr devotion to 
tbis Government, and can it be pos- 
sible that our Government intends, 
to give u3 over again to the tender 
mercies of these people. The war 
in open combat wliere soldiers de-, 
eided the disputes of their country, 
has ceased,they have merely retnrned 
from the field to the farms and cities, 
in ten thousand forms upon the la- 
bor and loyal people of the State, 
seeking revenge for past defeat ; we 
therefore, pray that you wiU, by 
special message to the Congress of 
the United States, make known bur 



condition here, or by some means 
best suited to your judgment, send 
us some relief. The people are be- 
ing taken from their beds at night 
or from prisons and banged or shot 
down like beasts, and it would seem 
as though they were taken and put 
in prison for the convenience of 
these lawless band?. 

Hear this, our first appeal, and we 
hope it may be the last of its land, is 
the prayer of the ill-used and loyal 
people of onr State, and we will 
ever pray for you and our coun- 
try. 

Resolved, That this memorial be 
sent to our Eepresentatives in Con- 
gress with the request that they be 
presented to the President of the 
United States. 

After which speeches were made by 
the Hon. A. J. Fletcher and Hon. 
J. O. Shackelford. 
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SPEECH OF HON 

At an adjourned meeting, at the 
Court Houae, at night, the Hon. A. 
J. Fletcher adclresaed the' aesembly. 

He said : That his relation to the 
present meeting was certainly inter- 
esting;. In the first place, any speak- 
er, addressing a Eepublican audi- 
ence in Tennessee, at thia crisis, 
speaks, as it were, with a halter 
around his neck, and with a consci- 
ousnees, that the muzzle of a pistol 
may lie at his brain in a few hours. 
But he, (the speaker) incurred, the 
additional hazzard of impeachment, 
censure and arrest by the Legisla- 
ture and the so-called Constitutional 
Convention, now 
Secretary of State of 
these bodies bad him completely in 
their power. They might depose 
him, they might impeach him, they 
might censure him, and they might 
libel him on their journals, as he 
believed they would, and be had 



A. J. FLETCHER' 

no redress, The Kuklux or Pale 
Faces, might hang him as they had 
Barmore, or shoot him as they had 
Senator Case and a thousand others, 
but the Constitution of Tennosssee 
guaranteed to him the freedom of 
speech, and of the press and the 
right to speak his mind on political 
questions, and he proposed to do so, 
BO long as that Constitution was in 
force, and so long as we had the 
form of free government. Be the 
consequence to myself what they 
may (said the speaker) whether it 
be deposition, impeachment, cen- 
sure, or the halter, I intend to ar- 
raign the present Legislature and 
Convention and the party in power 
in Tennessee for usurpation, disloy- 
alty and oppression. The loss of 
an office or even of one life was a 
small matter in comparison with the 
great rights now endangered and, it 
may be, lost. 
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What, sirs, have jve witnessed in 
tbiB city in the last few days ? Half 
a dozen gentleman meet by accideat. 
They are Eepublicaiia. .They talk 
over the condition of things in the 
State. They know that the words 
aad actions of Eepublicans are daily 
misrepresented and tortured by the 
press. They see a vast secret or- 
ganization first known as " Kuklnx " 
and then " Pale Faces," nightly 
ridiag over the country in masks 
anct shrouds, butchering, in cold 
blood, at the hour of midnight, the 
unoffending citizens, and such acts 
either suppressed or grossly mis- 
represented and directly or indirect- 
ly justified. They see a Legislature 
in session repealing every law on the 
statutebook that may afford anypro- 
tection to the loyal citizens, and en- 
actiag just such laws as they can or 
dare enact for their oppression.' 
They see a Convention, calling itself 
a Constitutional Convention, assem- 
bled without authority of law, laying 
its hands upon the most sacred 
rights guaranteed to the citizen. 
They see, in short, that the govern- 
ment of law has ceased and that 
brute force, armed and masked, gov- 
erns the State, pne gentleman, an 
old and honored native of the State, 
suggests tU&t a newspaper ought to 
be started with the courage to lay 
these things before the country, and ' 
another suggests the importance of 
organizing the Republicans of this 
State into a party on great national 
principles, and they separate with 



an agreement to see other friends 
and invite them to unite in an effort 
to effect these results. Finally they 
agree to send out a circular letter, 
calling attention to these facta and 
these necessities, and Inviting Ee- 
publicans to meet at the Capital of 
the State to confer together on the 
subject of their common welfare. 
The circular letter was written and 
signed by eighteen citizens, printed 
and sent by mail to prominent Ke- 
publican in different parts of the 
State. It is written, it is true, in 
plain and direct language, but no 
stronger than was usual with the 
Whigs and Democrats in similar 
proceedings in former days. It 
states, in brief, that the crisis is 
alarming, that %;iolence prevails in 
many parts of the State, and that 
the acts of the Legislature and Con- 
vention are oppressive. Its design 
was to call an ordinary political 
meeting for ordinary and practical 
purposes, but it is true at an esti'aor- 
inary crisis. No sooner was the 
rcular made public than the atten- 
ion of the Legislature was called to 
it. Not, it is true, by a member of 
any experience or weight of ciharac- 
ter, but, as might be expected, by the 
busiest, most meddlesome and most 
officious of them all. Tet, sirs, pro- 
ceedings were commenced in the Le- 
gislature against those who proposed 
to call the meeting and was voted 
for by the party in power almost 
unanimously. A committee ■with 
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power to send for persons and pa- 
pers was raised and it was declareti 
in the debate and in the newspapers 
-that the Sergant-at- arms should bring 
these parties before the committee 
and that tiiey be put upon their oath 
as to their designs. The proposed 
meeting was denounced as a conspi- 
racy and state ofRcials who had 
signed the call were promised im- 
peachment and deposition. The com 
mittee met in hot haste, and, with- 
outaparticleof eyidence, a proposi- 
tion was made and seriously consid- 
ered for the expulsion of the twelve 
Kepubliean members who had signed 
the circular. But it was thought best, 
though this expulsion was then appa- 
rently a foregone conclusion, togo 
through with some form of trial. 
It was determined at one time to 
put these eighteen persons undee 
THE KULE, and send for them one at 
a time and examine them secretly. 
But this Lilliputian Star-chamber 
backed down from this and conclud- 
ed only to send the Sergeant- at-arma 
for them, one at a time. They se- 
lected for their first victim a member 
of the House that they thought they 
could most es^ily embarrass and in- 
timidate. The Sergeant-at arms took 
him before the committee. He beg- 
ged them for couosel. Ue implored 
them for permission to send for wit- 
nesses to prove himself guiltless of 
offence. But, sirs, this augosfc and 
majestic committee were deaf ',o all 
these supplications. They parried 



his applications aiid excused them- 
selves upon the false and hypocritical 
ground that he waa not on trial, but 
that he had arraigned the Legislature 
and that they were trying that au- 
gust body. It was in vain that -this 
plain and modest farmer refered to 
the Bill of Eights and to the liberty 
of speech and of the press. They 
were inexorable and demanded of 
him what right ho had to make the 
charges gainst the Legislature ol 
Tennessee. 

But I will say no more now of 
these proceedings as I expect to be 
taken before this committee myself. 
Yet, I will say a word as to the per- 
sons who signed the call for this 
"conspiracy." Of myself I wish to 
say but little. I am known as a lib- 
eral or conservative Kepubliean. I 
was one of the first to advocate tbe 
removal of all disabilities from those 
who had taken part in the rebellion. 
But I did not thiak it necessarily 
followed that I had to join the rebel 
Democratic party. 

I believed in the great progressive 
ideas of the national Republican 
party, and thoughtl had tbe right to- 
act with it. I eould not join the 
Democratic party because I did not 
imbibe its principles and because I 
could not act with any party that re- 
sorted to intimidation and secret 
murder by masked mobs as a part of 
itspartymachinery-that carried elec- 
tions by such horrible appliances. 
I had no mask or shroud— no wed- 
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ding garments for the horrid nuptials iiave dared to call this meeting, ■ and 

The next name that appears to who are to be called to account 

the caU is that of the Hon. J. 0. through an arresting officer, t,r call- 

Shackelford who has for years oc- ing in question the acts of the Leg- 

cupied a seat on the Supreme Court islature. 

Bench and who rendered that decis- I propose to enumerate and to re- 
gion which restored thirty or forty yicw a portion of the acts of this 
thousand rebels to the elective fran- Legislature,, and to show that they 
chise. I remember to have seen him are oppressive to the white and col- 
a year ago, present in person, a nu- ored Unionists of the State, und that 
meroasly signed petition to the Leg- they will have, and were intended to 
islature, asking for the repeal of the have this effect. 

franchise law. Next comesthe name j p^ss over the organiKation of the 

of the Hon. John Trimble, of Nash- Legislature and take no exception to 

ville, one of yoor old and most their defeating a gallant Union offl- 

honored citizens, and who has at all ^.^j. f^j (jjei-k of the House, and their 

times, and under all circumstances, election of ex-Confederatea to nearly 

advocated universal suffrage and ^11 the offices in their gift. Offices 

imiversid amnesty. Then there is amount to nothing unless the officer 

ex-Senator Elliott, known as a liber- has power to oppress. I pasa to the 

al Republican, and who, in his place laws they have enacted, or propose 

as Senator, one and two years ago, to enact. 

advocated the most liberal policy. There is quite a prevalent idea 
Col. G. W. .Blackburn, State Comp- that under that provision of the con- 
troller, also a man of moderate and stitution, all laws are to be equal and 
liberal ideas and of spotless reputa- uniform throuhout the State, no 
tion for integrity. Next appears the law can be passed that will not op- 
name of Col, Peabody, Collector of press one class as much as another. 
Internal Revenue, a gentleman of I confess that at one time I greatly 
harmless life and liberal ideas. Then relied upon this icTea. But I was 
follows the names of the twelve mistaken. This Legislature have 
Republican members of the Legisla- taught me that when there is 
ture— plain, honest men, from the a wffl there is a wa^. Those who 
mountains ~ conscientious Union will carefully examine the proceed- 
men, whose greatest sin, in the es- ings of the Legislature will be struck 
timation of a majority of the Demo- with the adroitness and ingenuity 
crata, was committed in defeating with which they have cheated the 
Andrew Johnson for United States constitution in this respect. 
Senator.. They repealed the common school 
Such are the "conspirators" wh^ law. I know they pretend to plead 
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high taxes and an embarrassed treaa- inal sin, and they have visited 

ury, in justification of this act; but the sins of thff fathers upon the chil- 

I, who have been here, on the groufld, dred. Yes, geiitlemeni if it should 

happen to know their purposes ever be your fortune to ride through 

and motives in doing so. The feo- the hills and valleys of East Tennes- 

pie had net complained of the school see, and to see the little white headed 

tax. On the contrary they have paid boys and girls sporting among the 

it with pleasure. I am aware that flowers of her hillsides, or gambol - 

members point to certain defects in lag in the shadows of her great 

the machinery of the law as pretexts mountains, you may say to them, 

for its 'total repeal. But these de- " hut for the loyalty of your fathers y on, 

fects might have been easily cor- would he iti school ^earning to read the 

rected by amendment. I happen to tcripturee." The repeal of the school 

know their real motives for this re- law was a rebel blow, most effectnal- 

pg^'^ ly dealt. It struck a loyal and hated 

1. This common school law was ^^""^^ ^^^ "" loj'^l ^"^ ^^^^ section, 
ihe only hope of the colored cliil- But let us look to other laws. 

dren of the State. Legislators hated When the Legislature met they 

the freedmen, and therefore went for found a law upon tiie statute book 

the repeal of the school tax. They "to preserve the public peace." It 

argued that the negroes had but ht- was a law of a stringent charao- 

tle property, and paid but little taxes, ter against masked murderers, 

and yet would get an equal share of It not only proposed to 

the benefits. An argument that is .punisii them, but it disabled them 

at war with free schools under any from sitting upon juries. To use a 

circumstances. cant phrase, the Legislature " went 

2. It was a property tax, and it so for " this law. They repealed it 
happened that East Tennessee had, in hot haste 1 And what was the 
proportionally, the least amount of consequence 'i In less than ten days 
property and the greatest number of gentlemen — chivalrous Southern 
children. Among the higU moun- gentlemen— were riding at niglit in 
tains, pure atmosphere, and crystal masks and shrouds, armed as bri.- 
itaters of East Tennessee we are gands, whipping, shooting and hang- 
most successful in raising chil- ing ^^^ helpless colored man and 
dren. But the fathers of these chil- the unprotected white loyalist, and 
dren had committed the sin of loy- dropping notices at the gates of citi- 
aJty. They had gone into theFed- zens, from the Grand Cyclops, com- 
eral army, and for that Teas on the mar ding them to leave the State, 
school tax was cut off. With this It was only last Saturday niglit that 
Legisiature loyalty is the orig- I jessed from Chattanooga to this 
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city against the warning advice of 
frieDds, aud heard the thrilling 
whistle of the Euklux at three dif- 
ferent points on the road, and saw 
tiiem in ghastly costume around the 
train. On reaching what I sup- 
posed to be a place of safety, a train 
of thought came into my mind. My 
early ideas of Southern chivalry! 
The great Washington was a South- 
ern chivalier ! Marion and Horry 
and Jasper were representatives of 
the chivalry of 1776, and so were 
Jefferson and Madison and the Lees 
and Carrols and Haynes. At a later 
day was Jackson Bnd Coffee and 
Carroll, of Tennessee. These were 
the representatives of the chivalry 
of their day. Tbey despised a mean 
action. Their instincts were all 
noble; and though they may have 
thought too much of what is called 
the code of honor, they felt bound 
to protect the weak and defenceless. 
Certainly they despised cowardice 
and cruelty. Tet, here wo have the 
chivalry of 1870! ! closely masked, 
armed' as brigands, we see them at 
the midnight hour, hovering around 
a railroad train seeking the life of 
some passenger whose only offense 
is that he is a Republican, or we 
hear of them in some lonely cabin 
butchering the inmates in cold blood 
because their skin is black and they 
dare to live. The latest type of 
Southern chivalry! Great God! 
How hath the mighty fallen ! What 
degeneration and demoralization ! 
Next comes another law which. 
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like all the others, has a modest and 
innocent caption. It is entitled " an 
act to amend the criminal laws of 
this State." It simply provides that 
no person shall vote oub of the dis- 
trict or ward in which he resides, 
and annexes a sewre penalty to its 
violation. The Constitution only 
requires that a voter shall be a citi- 
zen of the couniy in which he offers 
to vote ; but this act requires that 
he shall be a citizen of the district. 
Such a law was never thought of be- 
fore, and, of course, there must be 
some matters m pais to explain this 
enactment. [ will tell you. The 
chivalry have always boasted that 
they could control the colored vote. 
They say to the colored voter before 
election day that they will stop his 
wages if he votes the Republican 
ticket.- The landholder tells him 
he will turn him out of house and 
home if he does so. If this is not 
sufficient, a notice from the Grand 
Cyclops, is left at his door, at night, 
to the effect that he will be killed if 
be votes the Republican ticket. To 
escape those dangers, the colored 
man has been in a habit of going to 
the town or some other district, 
where he might cast his vote in 
peace — unmolested. Sometimes he 
found at the county towns a com- 
pany of militia or regular soldiers, 
with orders to protect him. This 
law was passed to compel the colored 
Voter to gp to the polls under the 
eye of his employer or landlord — a 
temporary master. The law is un- 
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down a blade of grass or catching a 
minnow in theneareat creek. 

Then there is a bill pending which 
prohibits a renter from selling less than 
a bale of cotton without tlio consent of 
the laud owner on, which the cotton 
was grown. The objeet of this bill is 
palpable. The land owner may, and will, 
refuse bis permission to the poor negro 
to sell his little crop of cotton and will 
take it at his own price, or nothing. It 
amounts to a proposition to give the 
landlord power to ccynfiseate the labor of 
the poor colored man. If this bill does 
not pass, it will be voted down for fear 
of offending the sentiment of the ma- 
jority of ti^e nation. I might stand here 
till tne gray dawn of morning enumer- 
ating and explaining the oppressive 
acts of this Legislature, but time for- 
bids and I must pass on. , ; 

I have not commented upon the prop- 
osition of the convention to annisx to 
the right of suffl-a^e the condition of 
the payment of a poll tas. I have but a 
moment to devote to it. Whatever may 
be the merits of this proposition, the 
party in iwwer In this State are estop- 
ped from advocating this doctrine. For 
four years past they have contended 
that suffrage was a personal right— a 
natural, inalienable right — and that no 
power could deprive a citizen of it. 
They have clamored themselves hoarse 
in favor of this doctrine. Yet, sirs, when 
it suits their convenience they qualify 
the right of suffrage ! What is the ob- 
jeot of this restriction upon suffrage? 
They intend, sirs, by indirection ana by 
the power of wealth and management 
to render the condition of the negro as 
miserable as possible — to worlt him 
through the summer and fell and then 
— aa some planters do mules — to turn 
him out at winter to starve. Hundreds 
are now leaving the State on account of 
thatlfindof treatment. Tliere can be 
no question that this aulfrage qualifica- 
tion is a blow aimed at tho negro. 

When the distinguished eentleman 
who pi'eceded me alluded to the school 
fund, I heard cheers among those on 
the back seats. I have thus discovered 
that there are some Pale Faces or Ku- 
klux present. Though I had not intend- 
ed to do so, I propose right here to take 
np this sabject of the school fund of 
^nneasee. I happen to understand 
this subject, and 1 will show jou what 
has become of the school fund of Ten- 



nessee. 

For more than a year past the rebel 
press of Tennessee have abounded in 
cries of "school ftind thieves," "Radical 
robbers of the school fund," "robbers of 
the poor ehlldi-en," etc., and it Is stated 
that the school fund of Tennessee was 
by Eadical manipulation converted in- 
to prey for the loyal brotherhood." 

There is not, as I will proceed to show, 
one syllable of trnth in, nor the slight- 
est foundation for, any of these charges. 
On the contrary, every dollar of the 
school fund Of Tennessee was appropri- 
ated by the rebel leaders of Tennessee 
between the 16th of Mai-ch, 1862 and the 
15th of May, 1865. It was carried away 
at the former date by order or permis- 
sion of the Confedei'ate Legislature of 
1881-2. It consisted of a little over two 
and a half million dollars and not one 
cent of this vast sum was ever returned 
to Tennessee. Not one dollar of the 
school tund of Tennessee ever went into 
the hands or became subject to the con- 
trol of any Republican Legislature or 
of any Republican official. No ! when 
the dark atorm cloud of civil war was 
lifted from the State, Its sacred school 
fund was goue—gone like the dew of 
the morning befoi* the rising sun. 
Every dollar of it had been paid out in 
support of treason, inaidofwnat is now 
so mournfully denominated Hhe lost 
cause." The only, showing the custo- 
dians of '■the scliool fund of Tennessee" 
had when they returned to the State 
was the exact amount of the sacred 
fund in the shape of Confederate bonds ! 
This is precisely what became of "the 
school tund of Tennessee" and it now 
lies among the wreck of the Bank of 
Tennessee payable "six months after 
the ratification of a treaty of peace 
between the Confederat-e government 
and the United States I" 

A Very brief historical sketch of this 
"sacred fund," drawn fi^am the laws of 
Congress and of the State, will estab- 
lish all I have said. 

Tha a hool fund of TsniiBBBBe is, or rnther 
iciH. (for it baa OBoaed to exist sinoe tha Bank 
of Tennessee waa invested in Confederate 
bonds) almost ontiioly the bounty of the Fed- 
eral Government. In the year )7I)6, when the 
United Slates oe led to the new Slate of Tan- 

- "-• —"■lot of publio lands within 

. apart two hundred thou- 
I land foe the benefit of 
e proceeds of whioh, bj the 
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